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How interrogation and confessions led to wrongful persecution of Brenton Butler.
In May 2000, Brenton Butler was wrongfully accused of 1st-degree murder of Mary Ann Stephens, a white female tourist in Jacksonville, Florida. Brenton Butler explained to detective James Williams that on the said day, he woke up and went about his normal routine before heading out to apply for a job. He was arrested while walking in the area because his identification matched that given by the eyewitness. The interrogation process was questionable due to the fact that protocols were not observed. For example, Detective William did not call Butler’s parents to confirm what time he left home and for how long he had been away, despite him assuring the suspects that detectives had gone to his house and his parents were aware he was in police custody. 
He confessed assuming Butler was the suspect because his description was that of a young black man. In addition to that, he failed to get a warrant to search the boy’s home or even inquire from the neighbors if he was seen there around that time. He failed to honor the Miranda Rights when he told Butler he had a right to an attorney but did not contact one despite courts being just a few meters away. Butler told the court that Homicide Detective Michael Glover took him into the woods in the company of Williams and hit him twice in the stomach and on his left eye in an attempt to get him to confess. He was also racist while addressing Butler and repeatedly threatened 
Articles that relate to this psychological issue. 
Police -Induced Confessions: Risk Factors and Recommendations.
In this article, Saul Kassin and Norwick look at three major factors that lead to self-incrimination. They singled out minimization, presentation of false evidence, and length of interrogation, as they seemed to appear in almost every case that was evaluated. Minimization is giving promises to a suspect with the intention of not honoring them. In a controlled experiment that was meant to analyze the effects of minimization, Kassin And Norwick engaged people on a mock theft of $100. Their findings were that some innocent people signed the waiver since they felt they were innocent and had nothing to hide. Signing such an agreement gave them a sense of transparency, without factoring in that they might actually be compromising themselves.
They also concluded that young people were more likely to sign such agreements and confess to crimes they did not commit when stressed, exhausted, traumatized or if they felt pressured. In their findings, young people were compelled to sign documents incriminating themselves because they were promised immunity. False confessions are risky because the jury is likely to believe a suspect’s word if he does that. “untrue confessions…under the spell of overpowering confession.” (Hugo Munsterberg 1908). In relation to Butler’s case, he was tortured and threatened into confessing he had committed the crime. They also made him sign the Miranda Rights document hence accusing himself of the crime he did not commit.
One strength in this article is a percentage of those convicted have been proven innocent years and months later after the real culprits have been found. Thus, proving that factors like age, torture, and mental health are contributing factors to false confessions. A weakness is that even with threats and torture, confessions might actually be true. Detectives will need to do more research and dig deeper to find out if the suspect is lying or not, therefore making the process long and tedious.
POLICE INTERROGATION OF JUVENILES: AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF POLICY AND PRACTICE. 
Barry C. Feld reports that supreme courts in Alaska and Minnesota adopted a rule that police interrogations need to be electronically recorded. The finding of this report explained that recorded confessions aided in discouraging unfair coercive police and detective strategies that would incriminate suspects. He also retrieved data from the Ramsey County Attorney’s office, where he randomly picked and reviewed tapes that contained witness statements and police interrogations as he tried to understand how suspects were blackmailed into making false confessions. He reports that the majority of juveniles were presented with the Miranda warning before being asked basic questions like their age, date of birth, and who their parents were. Presenting this warning to teenage kids who may not fully understand the dynamics were a way of coaxing them into confessing to crimes they did not commit.
Butler’s case goes against Feld’s report. The interrogation was not recorded, and it was most certainly conducted in a way that violated Butler’s rights. This meant that there was not enough evidence to prove what the detectives, police officers, and the suspect said. For example, the police that handled Butler that day, together with Detective Williams, repeatedly called him a liar but later on denied it in court. Additionally, Mr. Glover lied to the court that Butler had told him he did not mean to kill Mary and that he threw the gun at the back of a track. He went ahead and said Butler confessed to throwing the gun in the woods and not on the moving track. The fifteen-year-old was presented with the Miranda Rights despite not comprehending what that piece of paper meant. This was the first step to duping the young boy into self-incrimination. The police treated him as a criminal, yet he was only a suspect during questioning yet; they should have started by building a rapport and setting a friendly environment first.
The strength of this report is that it clearly outlines the importance of digitally recording statements and interrogations as evidence presented in court. One weakness in this report is the lack of enough data to prove the percentage of juveniles that were deceived by the police into signing the Miranda rights, thus giving false confessions.
False Confessions: Causes, Consequences, and Implications.
Leo reviewed reports by Kassin that explain how most false confessions are a result of misclassification as well as coercion errors. His findings include evidence that these two went a long way in helping police dupe people into false confessions. He reports that misclassification errors occur when the police and detectives decide that the suspect is guilty way before questioning. They, therefore, conduct investigations with the aim of proving their prejudices. They may do this through techniques such as denying the suspect food and access to washrooms until a confession is made. (Leo 2005)
Coercion errors target the vulnerability of individuals. For example, persuading mentally unstable suspects that they indeed committed the crime. Other vulnerable groups include children, adolescents, and youths who are put under pressure and predisposed to comply by taking appeals. In relation to the case Murder on a Sunday, Butler was put under pressure through torture and constant blackmail. His parents and attorney confess to seeing him with a swollen right side of the face when they came to visit. The suspect also confessed to being punched twice on the stomach as detectives forced him to confess to a crime he did not commit. The physical assault must have stressed him into confessing crimes he did not commit.
One strength that I noted in Leo’s report was the number of people wrongfully convicted matched their reason for confessing, such as police coercion and being treated as criminals, yet they were suspects. However, there are suspects who might actually confess to the truth even without being tortured. It will therefore need thorough investigations and expertise to know if suspects are truthful.
Conclusion. 
Confessions are very persuasive. A false admission is a tool that can be used to convince the jury of a crime and thus a sure way of ending up behind bars. Once you confess to committing a crime, the prosecution then moves to want details on why and how it was committed. Situational risk factors such as length of interrogation, minimization, misclassification errors, and coercion errors have played a big role in convicting innocent people. Police and detectives also present the Miranda Rights to unsuspecting individuals who end up incriminating themselves. It has been proven that adolescents, juveniles, children, mentally unstable individuals, and those with poor memory and loss of self-esteem are the most vulnerable to police coercion. It is for this reason that I recommend that every interrogation should be recorded to act as evidence in a court of law. Detectives and police should also be transparent in their investigation and avoid lying to suspects in order to obtain information. Physical and psychological torture and denial of access to basic rights like the right to an attorney should be discouraged. Finally, the length of interrogation should not be too long such that the suspect ends up tired and stressed. Every suspect should still enjoy his or her rights even as the investigation continues and hence should be treated with dignity and respect. The signing of any document should be in the presence of an attorney and should be carefully thought through.
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